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TRAM RESTORATION — SOUTH PERTH 

Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [9.57 am]: I rise to make a grievance to the Minister for Heritage, and I 
want to talk about a very important heritage project in my electorate—the restoration of a very old tram. I am a 
bit young to remember trams in Perth, but we all know that we had a very extensive tram network that ran in 
Perth and into some of the suburbs, including South Perth, until the 1950s. I still wonder why cities like Perth 
stopped the trams. We not only stopped the trams, but also dug up all the tramlines, as they did in Adelaide, 
Brisbane and Sydney. The only city that kept the trams was Melbourne. For that reason, I think Melbourne is the 
best public transport city in our country. The tram ran to South Perth and wended its way down Hay Street, from 
what I am told, over the Causeway, down Canning Highway, eventually headed down Angelo Street, turned 
right at the bottom of Angelo Street at the zoo and trundled along to Mends Street, where it headed down to the 
site of the now-famous restaurant Cocos. It was an important part of South Perth’s history and many older 
residents remember that service. The South Perth Historical Society, in conjunction with the Perth Electric 
Tramway Society, otherwise known as PETS, decided some time ago to locate a tram and rebuild it, so that it 
could be placed somewhere in the electorate as a reminder of that bygone era when the trams ran through South 
Perth.  

It all started back in 1998 when the then member for South Perth, my predecessor, Hon Phil Pendal, who was 
also patron of the Perth Electric Tramway Society, asked the society whether it was aware of the existence of 
one of the original trams that ran through the streets of South Perth. PETS enthusiast Mr Kevin Clarke 
successfully located tram number 15. It was on a property in Kelmscott, in a state of disrepair, but they managed 
to get that tram, and it was lifted up and trucked to the PETS workshop in Whiteman Park. I have been to that 
workshop, and the people at PETS do an amazing job restoring some of these old trams.  

In 2006, Lindsay Richardson and Bob Pearce, both from the Perth Electric Tramway Society, and Phillip Pendal 
and Kerry Davey, who succeeded Phillip Pendal as president of the South Perth Historical Society, set about 
structuring an agreement between the City of South Perth, PETS and the South Perth Historical Society to have 
that tram restored. Mr Richardson estimated that restoration work would be approximately $30 000, with 
relocation costs—that is, picking up the tram and taking it into South Perth on the back of a truck—an additional 
$3 000. In total, the project was to cost $33 000. In April 2006, preliminary work commenced on the tram 
restoration with all the work being carried out by PETS volunteers; it was totally a voluntary project. In 2007, 
after numerous meetings with Messrs Richardson, Pearce, Pendal and Davey, the agreement was passed to the 
City of South Perth for final legal interpretation. That agreement was signed by the respective parties in 2010. 

The reason I stand to talk to the minister about this project today is that, due to the age of the tram and its 
exposure to the elements over many, many years, the tram has had to be completely stripped to its bare chassis. I 
went and saw some of the work taking place. New timbers were required to be fitted, considerable work was 
undertaken on the steelwork and the volunteers had to get some of the old wheels for the tram. The tram has 
been totally restored so that it could actually run on tracks if that was the purpose. There was some talk of the 
tram trundling up and down Mends Street as it once used to, but it was decided not to do that and that the tram 
would be taken back to the Old Mill, which is a site of national heritage significance. The Old Mill site is 
regarded by most Western Australians as one of this state’s iconic heritage buildings. The tram will be placed at 
that site and housed in a specially constructed car barn. The money for the car barn will be provided by the City 
of South Perth, so the ratepayers will be paying for that. It is about $250 000 to construct that car barn. The tram 
will be on tracks, but it will not be moving; it will be fixed and it will be part of a plan for a new precinct around 
the Old Mill. People will be able to visit during the day and go into the tram. It will have the original seats that 
used to move both ways, which meant that whichever direction the tram was moving, people could hook those 
old wooden seats backwards and forwards. Therefore, people will be able to relive a bygone era of not only 
South Perth but also the Perth metropolitan area. 

I have been in discussions with the South Perth Historical Society and its president, Lynn O’Hara, who has been 
working very hard on this project. The problem that the society now faces is that it needs some financial 
assistance to complete this project. I will write a letter to the minister outlining the details of the financial 
assistance that is required. I hope that the minister through his department can possibly give some support to a 
project that I think is very significant and important to the protection of heritage in Perth and Western Australia. 
Trams were an integral part of Perth in the first part of the last century and I think it is important that we try to 
retain as many of those heritage memories as we can. Therefore, this is an important project and, hopefully, the 
minister can offer some support for it. 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [10.03 am]: I firstly thank the member for South 
Perth for his grievance. I must say to the member for South Perth, as a good Bunbury boy, that we did not have 
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trams back in Bunbury, but I agree with the member; I do not know why Perth ever stopped using trams. I have 
had the pleasure of travelling on trams in other states and I find it adds to the vibrancy and life of the city. 

The member mentioned the South Perth Historical Society. Wherever I go, historical societies are a fantastic 
bunch of volunteers who are very dedicated to their job and the preservation of history. Without active people 
like them, we would not have the sorts of history preserved that we have today. The member also mentioned Hon 
Phillip Pendal, a past president of the South Perth Historical Society. I know of his great support for heritage; he 
was a great advocate for heritage.  

The precinct the member talked about is around the Old Mill, which is heritage listed. It is a very iconic 
landmark for South Perth and, indeed, the whole of Perth. The City of South Perth has jurisdiction over and 
responsibility for that area. I know that the City of South Perth has a master plan for the Old Mill area that 
includes the old tram. The concept plan was released for public comment in late 2010 and the period for 
submissions closed on 21 January this year. The scope of the plan included the restoration and interpretation of 
the Old Mill; the South Perth Museum; extensive landscaping and reinstatement of Millers Pool; state and 
regional interpretation of Indigenous and European history; the transport history of Western Australia; river 
crossings and moorings; and complimentary visitor services et cetera. The concept plan also included the 
location of the tram in the forecourt adjacent to the new museum building. The Old Mill was entered into the 
Register of Heritage Places in 1993 so, as I say, it is a very iconic landmark. 

The tram used to run up and down Mends Street in the 1950s, and, obviously, it is fantastic to see the old photos 
showing the trams and what used to happen in the lifestyles of yesteryear. The tram operated in South Perth from 
the city between the wars and until 1950. It was adjacent to the Old Mill, which was constructed in 1837—quite 
some time ago! A foundation stone was laid by Governor Stirling in 1835 and the mill was converted to a 
restaurant in 1883. The Old Mill was later vested in the City of South Perth and opened as a public museum 
operated by the National Trust of Australia (Western Australia).  

I believe that the City of South Perth wants to meet with me—that is the inference I am getting—to discuss its 
plans and overall vision for the whole area. I certainly look forward to that. Obviously, the Office of Heritage 
and the Heritage Council will be actively working with the City of South Perth on the proposed developments. 

I know the member for South Perth’s passion for history, particularly of his area of South Perth, because we have 
had past dealings about historical buildings. The member knows my stance on history; I think that heritage is 
very important to us all because if we do not know where we have come from, we do not know where we are 
today and we certainly do not know where we are headed tomorrow. I think it is very, very important for the 
youth of today and our future generations to understand and appreciate the heritage of our forefathers and what 
we went through, because what they are today is a direct result of what happened yesterday; those foundation 
stones were laid yesterday. We have about 1 300 properties on the heritage list and that number is growing. I am 
looking for ways to increase the resources for heritage through grants and am trying to improve the list to protect 
heritage, to promote it and also to promote adaptive reuse.  

I am not sure whether I can actually assist in the funding through the heritage portfolio, but I will investigate 
whether it fits the guidelines. However, I certainly welcome the member’s letter outlining the specifics of the 
project’s funding requirements and will see how it fits in with the master plan. I will certainly work very 
constructively with the member on that.  

My understanding is that movable heritage objects such as trams do not come within the scope of the heritage 
act. I regretfully say that I may not be able to assist the member for South Perth in grants through the heritage 
portfolio. However, I certainly believe it is a very worthwhile project. I will consult my ministerial colleagues to 
see what other avenues are available for that project. Whatever assistance I can provide to the member, both as a 
minister and personally, I certainly will because I believe in this very important project.  

Mr J.E. McGrath: The minister could amend the act!  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: I am looking at a review of the act, but that will take some time. The member needs 
help as soon as possible, not in 12 to 18 months. I thank the member for South Perth for bringing this to my 
attention. I will certainly investigate any possible assistance that I may be able to give him. I will be in touch to 
work with the member for South Perth. I look forward to a letter and some correspondence from him.  
 


